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Level 6
Suitable for: young learners who have 

completed up to 300 hours 
of study in English

Type of English: British

Headwords: 1200

Key words: 21 (see pages 3 and 7 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Subject words 30 (see pages 3 and 8–9 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Key grammar: time clauses, which 
clauses, will (habit), zero 
conditional 

Summary of the Reader
This Level 6 book introduces the reader to some 
of the different disguises animals have evolved 
to avoid being eaten by predators, or to avoid 
being seen by their prey. Camouflage is an 
adaptation that allows animals to blend with their 
surroundings by using colour, markings and shape. 
They can also become invisible by pretending to 
be something else, or by impersonating an animal 
which other animals avoid because they know it is 
dangerous or poisonous. 

Animal Camouflage focuses on some of the 
extraordinary strategies which animals use in 
different habitats. The opening narrative about 
camouflage is told by Marko, the octopus, who 
reappears from time to time throughout the book. 
On the final page Marko boasts that octopuses 
have the best range of disguises. It is up to the 
reader to decide if he is right.

Introducing the topic: Camouflage
Before students read the book …

• Do Activity 1 on page 39 of the Reader. 

• To help the students understand the word 
‘camouflage’ and how animals use it you could 
show videoclips from the internet, then show 
examples from the book. For example the 
first 1.40 minutes of http://www.bbc.co.uk/
learningzone/clips/camouflaged-animals-in-the-
jungle/12690.html

• Do Activity 2 (page 39), and teach the word 
‘habitat’.

• Ask the students how they think camouflage 
helps animals, and discuss the link between an 
animal’s survival, its habitat and appearance. 

Materials: 
1 pictures of two or three animals in their habitat 

whose camouflage has made them almost 
impossible to see, e.g. flatfish on page 5, 
seahorse on page 6, mantis on flower on page 9

2 animal camouflage markings and patterns on 
4 sheets of paper (e.g. black and white stripes, 
blotchy spots, paper painted bright green 
colour, paper painted earth and mud colour)

3 a snake or frog cut out of card and painted 
bright green to match the green sheet of paper

4 a simple leaf shape cut from card and painted 
brown mud colour to match the brown sheet of 
paper

 
 

Did you know … ?

About 7 per cent of adult men and 4 per 
cent of adult women cannot distinguish 
red from green.

In the Micronesian atoll of Pingelap, 
about 10 per cent of the population see 
everything in black and white.
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• Show the four sheets of camouflage patterns 
and colours one by one. Ask which animals 
have adapted to blend or hide using these 
patterns or colours.

• Hold the cut-out snake or frog against the 
coloured sheets. Ask if the snake or frog is 
more or less visible on the brown or green 
paper. Do the same with the leaf shape. 

• Explain that some animals hide by blending and 
fitting in with the colour of their surroundings, 
and others hide by pretending to be something 
else, such as a leaf or a twig. Tell students that 
as they read the book they will also learn about 
other kinds of camouflage.
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Key words
(see page 7 of these Teacher’s Notes for the Key 
words in context)

ambush (n / v) spider (n)

attach (v) spike (n)

avoid (v) spiky (adj)

burrow (n) spot (n)

hunt (v) stripe (n)

ink (n) stripy (adj)

markings (n) surroundings (n)

nest (n) track (n)

poisonous (adj) trick (n)

protect (v) venomous (adj)

seashell (n)

Subject words
(see pages 8–9 of these Teacher’s Notes for the 
Subject words in context)

algae (n) lizard (n)

ant (n) mantis (n)

Balloon fish (n) meerkat (n)

camouflage (n / v / adj) octopus (n)

caterpillar (n) owl (n)

coral (n) Polar bear (n)

crab (n) predator (n)

Crab spider (n) prey (n)

desert (n) seahorse (n)

disguise (v / n) sloth (n)

gecko (n) Snowshoe hare (n)

habitat (n) Willow ptarmigan (n)

Harp seal (n) wolf (n)

invisible (adj) Wolf spider (n)

katydid (n) zebra (n)

Curriculum links
Natural sciences 
• Students can choose one animal in the book 

and find out more about it. They may prefer to 
investigate another animal. They can present 
their findings to the class on a poster. 

• A class quiz could follow the information-
gathering activity for the posters.

Geography
• Using a map of the world or a globe, ask 

students to find all the countries mentioned in 
the text, matching the animals to the countries. 
Discuss the climate of each place.

Environmental studies
• Discuss the topic of animal habitats from 

two angles: destruction of habitats and 
their conservation. Since life began on 
Earth extinction of plants and animals has 
usually been a natural phenomenon (e.g. 
mass extinction of dinosaurs), but now many 
environmental groups and governments are 
concerned about extinction of species due to 
human activities. Farming, pollution, and the 
introduction of new predators are some of the 
causes. 

• Students can find out more about species in 
the book threatened with extinction, such as 
the tiger. It is an animal whose camouflage 
has failed to protect it. The starting point for 
enquiry is to ask why it is that one hundred 
years ago there were 100,000 tigers in the 
wild, but today there are as few as 3,200. Find 
out more from Save Tigers Now – a global 
campaign led by World Wildlife Fund and film 
star Leonardo DiCaprio. 

• Students may also want to know more about 
an extinct animal, such as the moa bird (extinct 
around ad 1400) and Haast’s Eagle from New 
Zealand, or more recently the Caribbean monk 
seal (2008).

Language
• Play games for vocabulary development to 

help students expand lexical sets and word 
forms. Students could play the ABC game, for 
example. Students work in two teams. Student 1 
from team A has to name an animal, bird, fish 
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or insect beginning with the letter A, Student 1 
from team B has to name an animal, bird, fish 
or insect beginning with the letter B and so on 
through the alphabet. If a student can’t think 
of an animal the turn passes to the other team. 
The team with the most points wins.

• Alternatively students could be given five 
minutes to write down as many e.g. land 
animals / sea animal / habitats as they can.

Art and design
• Ask students to imagine what human and 

animal habitats on another planet might be like. 
Ask them to draw or construct their habitats. 
What kind of camouflaged animals would live 
there?

Drama
• Ask students to choose an endangered animal 

and find out as much as they can about it. Ask 
them to work in pairs or small groups to write 
a short interview with people from a wildlife 
protection group about their animal and what 
is happening to it. They can then act it out.

Notes for teachers: Animal names
• Balloon fish p.7 (Diodon holacanthus)
• Caterpillar p.34 (Papilio Troilus – swallowtail 

caterpillar) 
• Fish p.26 (Chaetodon bennetti) – butterfly fish)
• Fish p.26 picture at top of page (Heniochus 

diphreutes – pennant banner fish )
• Frog p.32 (Megophrys nasuta – Asian dead leaf 

frog) 
• Gecko p.20 (Uroplatus fimbriatus – leaf tailed 

gecko)
• Katydid p.27 (Pterochroza ocellata – peacock 

katydid)
• Mantis p.8 (Mantis religiosa – European mantis)
• Meerkat p.16 (Suricata suricatta)
• Owl p.22 (Otus senegalensis – African Scops 

Owl) 
• Seahorse p.6 (Hippocampus bargibanti – pygmy 

seahorse in pink coral)
• Spiky lizard p.13 (Moloch horridus – also known 

as the Thorny Devil lizard)
• Stick insect p.9 (Acanthoxyla inermis) 
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Class Activities (After Reading)

Here are some activities to do with your class 
after reading Animal Camouflage. 

1. Types of camouflage
• Brainstorm with the class animals seen around 

students’ homes, school and in the wider 
environment. They may mention, for example, 
birds, spiders, insects of various kinds, lizards 
and small mammals. Which of these animals 
may cause problems for humans? (e.g. insects 
such as flies, mosquitoes, cockroaches).

• Write students’ examples on the board. What 
feelings do the children have about the animals 
when they see them? (e.g. excited, afraid, 
curious).

• Ask if camouflage makes these animals difficult 
to see, and why. 

• Ask students to give examples of different 
types of camouflage in the book. What colours 
and markings are there in particular animals? 
Where are the animals found? Does their 
camouflage help the animals to blend with their 
surroundings? 

• Do predators and prey animals both use 
camouflage? (e.g. page 29 Polar bears – 
predators and harp seals – prey; page 30 Snowy 
owls – predators) Ask for examples of predators 
and prey from the book. Do students know of 
other examples of animals using camouflage 
which are not in the book? Write examples on 
the board.

2. Project: Did you know?
Students do a project either on an animal from the 
book, or one of their choice. Information can be 
presented to the class on a poster. 

The aim is to help students organise information 
and present it in graphic form.

• Discuss with the class the kind of information 
to include. Ask questions such as Where does 
the animal live? Which country, what kind of 
habitat? What does it look like? Is it an insect, 

a sea animal, a mammal? Is it a meat-eater or 
vegetarian, or both? What food does it eat, and 
how does it get its food? Tell students which 
category headings to select, such as Habitat, 
Appearance, Diet, Behaviour, Interesting Facts, 
and any other relevant headings.

• Discuss where to put the information they have 
collected on the poster (e.g. in bubbles). 

• Discuss ways to make the poster interesting 
and attractive, with drawings / paintings, 
photographs, pieces of clip art, and so on.

3. Game: Ask the right question
This is an oral activity designed to give students 
practice in asking questions.  

• Prepare a set of cards. On each card is a picture 
of an animal from the book with its name 
written below the picture. If there is no time to 
make picture cards, simply write the animal on 
each card. 

• The aim of the game is for students to find out 
which animal is on the card by asking only Yes / 
No questions. When they have the answer they 
can ask the final question Is it a …?

• Procedure – one student picks up a card, but 
does not show it to the class. Other students 
in the class must ask a question to which the 
answer can only be Yes or No. No wh-questions 
are allowed. 

• Example of questions demanding Yes or No 
answers: 
Is it an insect? / Does it have wings? / Is it a 
predator? / Does it live in Africa? / Is it bigger 
than a dog? 

4. Spelling game: Hiding a word
Students are given a word containing at least 10 
letters. The aim of the game is to use letters in the 
word to create new words.

• Example. Write CAMOUFLAGE on the board. 

• Tell students that there are shorter words 
hiding in the long word, just as some animals 
hide in their surroundings to avoid being seen.
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• Pick out one of the hidden words, e.g. GAME 
and write it below CAMOUFLAGE.

• Ask students (or pairs) to find as many words 
as possible in this word. Some of the words 
which students might find from camouflage are: 
came, am, me, meal, face, flame, flag, age, game, 
goal, go, ago, male, cage, algae.

• Divide the class into teams, and play the game 
again with other words. The team which finds 
the most words wins that round.

5. Art: Camouflage collage

Materials: large sheets of paper; paints and / or 
coloured pens; scissors; glue

The aim of the activity is for students to produce a 
picture of animals hidden in their natural habitat, 
e.g. a tropical rain forest.

• Divide students into small groups and first ask 
them to plan their habitat and the animals they 
wish to include. 

• When students have planned the contents of 
their collage, distribute the materials.

• Students work on the habitat first which will be 
the background for the camouflaged animals.

• When the background is complete, students 
draw and paint their animals.

• When the animals are dry, they can be glued 
into place to complete the collage.

• It may be necessary to enlarge some of the 
smaller animals such as insects and caterpillars 
to make them easier to cut out and glue in 
place.
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ambush ............. A good place to ambush prey is on flowers. (p. 11)

attach ............... It camouflages itself with bits of flowers which it attaches to its body. (p. 10)

avoid ................. Most predators avoid eating Monarch butterflies because they taste horrible. (p. 34)

burrow .............. The next minute they are running into their burrows to hide. (p. 17)

hunt ................... Lions work together in a team when they hunt. (p. 18)

ink ...................... I can shoot a cloud of black ink into the water when a predator is following me, (p. 37)

markings .......... The markings and colours of their camouflaged bodies make geckos hard to see in 

the forest. (p. 20)

nest .................... The owls build nests on the ground, and carefully guard their eggs and young family. 

(p. 30)

poisonous ......... Even worse, the fish itself is poisonous and can kill. (p. 7)

protect .............. This kind of camouflage can protect the fish because it is a disguise which works well. 

(p. 5)

seashell ............ One good trick is to live in an empty seashell. (p. 35)

spider ................ Spiders are not insects because they have eight legs. (p. 11)

spike .................. The spikes can hurt a predator’s mouth. (p. 7)

spiky .................. Wise predators will not attack a spiky ball. (p. 7)

spot ................... Spots on a butterfly’s wings do not really look like eyes. (p. 27)

stripe ................. Zebras also have stripes, but they are not endangered. (p. 24)

stripy ................. They only see black and white stripy grass and stripy zebras. (p. 25)

surroundings ... It must stay quietly in the surroundings which match its colour. (p. 5)

track .................. If they walk, predators might see their tracks in the snow. (p. 31)

trick ................... Another clever trick is to attach small plants and animals to your back. (p. 35)

venomous ......... The Milk snake is not dangerous, but the Coral snake is venomous. (p. 33)
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algae ........................... It is covered with small green plants called algae. (p. 23)  

ant ............................... There are hundreds of different kinds of ants. (p. 14)

Balloon fish................ A Balloon fish can change its shape when it is in danger. (p. 7)

camouflage ................ When animals hide themselves in this way, it is called camouflage. (p. 5)

caterpillar .................. Could a caterpillar ever look like a snake? (p. 34)

coral ............................ Can you see the seahorse in the pink and white coral? (p. 6)

crab ............................. Two clever crabs have different ways of hiding from prey to avoid predators.  

(p. 35)

Crab spider ................ Can a yellow Crab spider move to a white flower? (p. 11)

desert .......................... Meerkats live in the Kalahari Desert and other parts of Southern Africa. (p. 16)

disguise ....................... This seahorse has one of the best disguises in the ocean. (p. 6)

Harp seal.................... Harp seals often swim under the Arctic ice. (p. 29)

gecko ........................... Geckos are colourful lizards which live in rainforests, deserts and mountains.  

(p. 20)

habitat ........................ Insects are everywhere, and in every habitat on earth. (p. 8)

invisible ...................... It is almost invisible, isn’t it? (p. 5)

katydid ........................ Much more surprising are the spots which a katydid hides. (p. 27)

lizard ........................... Then the lizard will drop its tail and escape. (p. 12)

mantis ......................... This green mantis is almost invisible on leaves. (p. 8)

meerkat ...................... Meerkats live in the Kalahari Desert and other parts of Southern Africa. (p. 16)

octopus ....................... I don’t want to sound clever, but octopuses really do have the best disguises.  

(p. 37)

owl ............................... The owl has big, bright orange eyes. (p. 22)
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Polar bear .................. Polar bears live in an Arctic habitat, too. (p. 29)

predator ..................... Other animals hide because they are a meal for predators. (p. 5)

prey ............................. We call a hunted animal prey. (p. 5)

seahorse ..................... This seahorse has one of the best disguises in the ocean. (p. 6) 

sloth ............................ Everything a sloth does is slow. (p. 23)

Snowshoe hare.......... Snowshoe hares are larger than rabbits. (p. 30)

Willow ptarmigan .... In winter, Willow ptarmigans make burrows in the snow to stay warm. (p. 31)

wolf .............................. The wolf uses its tail to cover its nose and mouth when it sleeps. (p. 28)

Wolf spider ................ Wolf spiders have excellent eyes, and are always watching out for a meal.  

(p. 15)

zebra ...........................  Zebras also have stripes, but they are not endangered. (p. 24)
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While-Reading activities

Activity 1 (pages 5–11)

The letters in these animal names words are in the wrong order, so the  
names are camouflaged. Make each into a real name, and write it under  
the correct picture:

a  tckis nesict

b shorease

c nooball hisf

d lipralcreat

e stinam

f barc dreisp

  

1  2  3 

  

4  5  6 
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Activity 2 (pages 12–23)

Match the definition to the animal. Write the letter of the correct  
animal after the definition.

Definitions

1 It moves very slowly and has green plants growing on it. 

2 They live in the desert, hunt in groups and are very intelligent. 

3 This animal looks as if it has two tails. 

4  It keeps its bright orange eyes shut during the day and hunts   

at night.

5  You can’t see it on green leaves, but it can hold onto the leaf   

with its feet.

6  It’s good to have one in your house because it runs on the walls   

and catches insects.

7  Lots of them live together in nests under the ground or inside walls,   

and they move quickly across the ground.

8 They have no legs, climb trees and sometimes eat frogs. 

Animals

a Gecko

b Meerkat

c Ant 

d Tree snake

e Sloth

f Tree frog

g Sleepy lizard

h Owl
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Activity 3 (pages 24–31)

Tick 4  the correct way to end each sentence –  
a, b, c or d. Look back at the book if you can’t find  
the answer.

1 A zebra can sometimes get away from a lion because

a lions can’t see stripes. 

b lions can only see black and white. 

c lions can’t camouflage themselves. 

d lions can’t run fast enough. 

2 Tigers have become an endangered species because

a they don’t have the right camouflage. 

b they can’t find enough to eat. 

c their prey camouflage themselves very well. 

d they are sometimes killed by people. 

3 Some insects have spots that look like eyes, and these

a make them invisible. 

b make them look frightening. 

c make their prey interested. 

d make it difficult to catch them. 

4 Polar bears often catch baby Harp seals because the young seals

a can’t move very fast.  

b are the colour of snow. 

c swim under the ice. 

d the Arctic ice is getting less. 

5 Snowshoe hares and Willow ptarmigans both

a prey on Snowy owls. 

b sleep during the day and hunt at night. 

c change colour in different seasons. 

d try not to walk on the snow. 

stripes

spots

same colour
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Activity 4 (revision)

Look at the picture of the Arctic wolf below, and read the text. Then write 
about the other two pictures. Look in the book for facts. If there is anything 
you can’t find, ask your teacher.

This is an Arctic wolf. It lives in the Arctic, and 

preys on small animals and birds. Its prey can’t 

see it because it’s the same colour as the snow. Its 

predators are Grey wolves, wild dogs and Polar 

bears.



ANIMAL CAMOUFLAGE   LEVEL 614 PHOTOCOPIABLE   Text copyright © Pearson Education. 

Teacher’s Notes
Pearson English Kids Readers

After-Reading activities

Activity 1

Look at the pictures of predators and write the name of each under the 
picture. Choose from the box which prey each catches (there may be  
more than one). Write six sentences.

E.g. Lizards eat ants. 

Prey

caterpillar, fish, seal, 

insect, mouse, zebra
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Activity 2

Look at the clues, and fill in the crossword.

Across

1 Think of another word for animal disguise. 

2 Think of an animal which can hide in a seashell.

3 What do birds lay their eggs in?

4 What do spiky lizards like eating?

5  Think of a sea animal which has eight arms and which is good at  

disguising itself.

6 Which animal lives in trees, and has green algae on its fur?

7  Which animals live in groups in the Kalahari desert and are very intelligent? 

8  Think of a small green or brown animal which lives in wet places, jumps and 

eats insects.

9 Think of a word for a hunted animal.

3

1 2

2

3

4 5/4 5

6

7 7

8

9
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Down

1 What is the name of the habitat which pink seahorses live in?

2  Which insect predator is almost invisible when it sits on leaves and flowers? 

3 Think of a lizard which can make a noise.

4 Which bird has very big eyes and hunts at night?

5  Think of a small animal with eight legs which lives in many habitats, and even 

in houses.

6 What is one of the black and white markings on a zebra’s coat?

7 It is white and falls from the sky.

Activity 3

Read about the Leaf-tailed gecko. Fill in the gaps below with words  
from the box.

habitat   snakes   camouflage   predator   insects   tree   length   hunts    
rain   night

What do you know about the Leaf-tailed gecko?
Habitat: 
tropical 1  forests in 
Madagascar.

Size: 
2  10–15 cm

Food: 
3 , fruits and sweet 
juice in flowers

Predators: 
owls, rats, 4  

Threats: 
destruction of its 5 , the 
rain forest; being caught for sale as pets

Interesting facts:
• Because its 6  is so 

good it is almost impossible to see during 
the day.

• It 7  for food at  
8  but during the day 
it rests on a small 9  
trunk with its head down. 

• It raises its tail, opens its mouth and 
screams if a 10  
attacks.
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Answer Key

In the back of the Reader

Before You Read
1 Students’ own answers

2 a 1, 7   b 2, 3, 5   c 4, 5, 6   d 2, 5, 6   e 5, 6, 7

After You Read
1 1 c   2 e   3 a   4 f   5 d   6 b

2 1 leaf   2 stick   3 stones   4 spiky ball   5 flower

In these Teacher’s Notes

While-Reading activities

Activity 1
1 e mantis   2 b seahorse   3 d caterpillar    
4 c balloon fish   5 f crab spider   6 a stick insect

Activity 2
1 e   2 b   3 g   4 h   5 f   6 a   7 c   8 d

Activity 3
1 b   2 d   3 b   4 a   5 c

Activity 4
Possible answers:

This is a Wolf spider. It lives in a hole in the 
ground, and preys on insects. Its prey can’t see it 
because it’s the same colour as the ground. (Its 
predators are birds.)

This is a Tree frog. It lives in trees (in the forest), 
(and preys on insects). Its prey can’t see it because 
it’s the same colour as a leaf. Its predators are 
Tree snakes. 

After-Reading activities

Activity 1
Sentences: 

Birds eat caterpillars and insects.

Lions eat zebras.

Sharks eat seals and fish.

Frogs eat insects.

Snakes eat mice.

Polar bears eat seals and fish.

Activity 2

3

1 2

2

3

4 5/4 5

6

7 7

8

9

Activity 3
1 rain   2 length   3 insects   4 snakes   5 habitat 
6 camouflage   7 hunts   8 night   9 tree 
10 predator
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